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Nashville, and from Chattanooga into North Alabama,
Pardon me if I have exceeded the limits of my duty. It
is for me to report the facts. My force is totally iiisuffi.
elect for anything" more than to guard the extensive region
over which they are spread from hostile citizens and small
bands of the enemy. I await your orders with anxiety,

At this time General G. W. Morgan was threaten-
ing General E. K. Smith at Cumberland Gap,   He
desired that Mitchel be ordered to make a demon-
stration against Chattanooga, in order that the Con-
federate forces might be diverted, and that his efforts
to secure the gap might be thus facilitated.    Orders
finally came to General Mitchel from General Buell
to keep his  forces in position, so far as possible, to
threaten  Chattanooga,  but they came after the de-
sired result had been accomplished.    When Negley
shelled Chattanooga, Smith evacuated the gap.  When
Negley  was  ordered  back  to  Murfreesboro, Smith
went back to Cumberland Gap, but too late.    Mor-
gan had slipped in in his absence.
.   So these generals were playing a game of "cor-
ners."    None of them had any force to accomplish
any "definite results, yet each regarded his position of
great importance to those armies which would soon
make   the  region a   battle ground.     Morgan  held
Cumberland Gap.    Smith held Knoxville, Cleveland,
and Chattanooga.    Mitchel, the Sequateliee Valley,
Mitctel believed that the enemy were then beginning
to concentrate at Chattanooga, and would endeavor
to  occupy  the  valley.     Colonel Sill,  in  command
there, telegraphed him  on  the 21st June that the
enemy were   crossing the  Tennessee in force, and
Mitchel put some  faith in the report.    He did not
think so great a delay would take place on the part
Chattanooga. Selecting what troops could be sparedng is cool and beauti-
